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“Social TV”  systems, like early theatre, could 

incorporate the sociality of the stalls as central to the 
entertainment, but could also index and explore video 
content via the social contexts in which it is watched.

Heckle captures images, texts and videos tweeted by an 

audience and uses it to annotate the video they are watching.

Using second screen devices, users 
heckles are added to a transcript 
of timestamped video annotations.

Heckles can be shown 
on a shared screen, in 
the style of infographics.

77% of descriptive heckles referred more to video content 
than viewing context as the screening progressed, providing 
a new form of user-generated, searchable video metadata.
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Tests indicated that users heckled about social context 
and the video content conversationally: taking turns, 
fixing misunderstandings, and developing new topics.
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